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 Tulsa's San Miguel School Relocates Classrooms  by Mandy Vavrinek 
Tulsa's San Miguel School has moved out of the basement of St. Francis Xavier 
Church and into the recently-vacated Catholic Charities buildings nearby. "We are so 
excited about having our own space and the increased efficiencies this move offers 
us," Principal Anne Edwards said.  
 
San Miguel's classrooms doubled as the parish religious and community education 
classrooms in the evenings, meaning projects couldn't be left on worktables or desks 
and problems couldn't stay on chalkboards. Students crossed the street to several 
locations during the day to attend classes, eat meals and participate in activities.  
 
The new space means less travel for the students and more teaching and 
administrative efficiencies for the staff, plus freedom from the periodic flooding 
which at times rendered their former classrooms unusable. San Miguel school is part 
of the nationwide NativityMiguel network, dedicated to breaking the cycle of poverty 
through education. The program produces students who are scholastically prepared to 
be successful in high school and beyond through intensive study, nutritional support 
and family involvement. 
 
After several years of demonstrated success of making quality education available to 
underserved children is in keeping with the goals of the USCCB's Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD). The CCHD funds community-based efforts to 
address the root causes of poverty and effect long-term change.  
 
This year, San Miguel was honored to receive funds from the Diocese of Tulsa from 
the 2009 local contributions to the Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).  San 
Miguel intends to use the monies to help settle into their new space, fund ongoing 
student activities and meet operational costs. Funds were also received from the 
Williams Foundation Grant for improved classroom space for the school. 
 
"Breaking the cycle of poverty through education is the mission of San Miguel and 
the heart of our school," Edwards said. "The CCHD money will help us educate 
students to be leaders in their families and communities and improve the lives of 
many more than just the students we serve directly." 
 
San Miguel is independently funded through donations from individuals, local 
foundations and sustaining partners. Families pay what they are able, but tuition 
makes up about three percent of the typical budget. Families are required to volunteer 
to help the school achieve its mission and to reduce costs.  

Work Day at San Miguel  

Staff, parents, and students helped 
out to prepare the buildings for the 
move. 

Above; Joe O’Connor visiting with 
parent about the work project.  

Left: San Miguel parent helps with 
the clean up.  
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San Miguel is very blessed 
to have Saints Peter & Paul 
School as a friend.  Fr. Tim 
Davison and the school 
donated a school bus to San 
Miguel.  Now, there will be 
fewer car pools and no one 
is more happy than the          
San Miguel students.   

 

of useful pictures, replicas of the 
Roman soldier uniform  including 
a tunic, helmet, sword, dagger and 
javelin.  The replicas are not edged 
weapons and can be passed around.  

 

Andrew Ketchum, Social Stud-
ies teacher,  invited Charlie 
Daniels, a volunteer, who loves 
to share his Roman army pres-
entation with students.  The 
sixth graders were captivated 
by the way he brought  Roman 
history to life.  Mr. Daniels 
brought the Roman Em-
pire into 2010 with lots 
of questions, overheads 
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Pictured Right: Presenter, Charlie 
Daniels and sixth grade student.  

Ann Sullivan took her eighth grade math 

class outside  to teach  the radius and cir-

cumference of  a circle.  The students loved 

doing their math problems in the sun.  
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Sheila Michie’s enrichment class 
on Mondays, called Rosary/
Mentoring, mentored kids at the 
Kendall Whittier Youth Mentor-
ing Program at College Hill 
Church. San Miguel students say 
a decade of the rosary at school 
before leaving. Sheila established 
Kendall Whittier Youth Mentor-
ing Program in 2003 in the base-
ment of St. Francis Xavier and 
directed it for three years, so it is 
a great joy to connect with them 
again and have San Miguel stu-
dents learn more about commu-
nity service. They seem to love it 
and the KW students they serve, 
aged  K-1, are responding well to 
their mentoring.  

San Miguel students 
learn  about              

community service at                 
Kendall Whittier Youth          

Mentoring Program 
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a 6th grader, brought in a large jug of 
coins that his family had saved for 
many months.  
 
The entire school got involved--
students, teachers, pastors, and friends 
of San Miguel--pitching in coins, and 
little by little the amount grew to over 
$580.00 as pennies, nickels, dimes and 
quarters, even some bills came pour-
ing in. That might sound like a little 
amount, but it proved the point of the 
theme--that practicing little loving 
actions each day, like collecting pen-
nies, can make a difference in the lives 
of other people.  
 
 On a snowy day in Tulsa, 
when school was dismissed early, 
some students were able to count the 
coins as they waited on their parents to 
pick them up. As the coins were 
poured out and sorted, it seemed to 
reinforce in everyone's mind that little 
loving actions do lead us on a heav-
enly way, as St. Therese so wisely 
taught. 
 

 In keeping with a yearly theme "The 
Little Way", inspired by St. Therese of Lisieux,  
some students in Mrs. Michie's class at San 
Miguel Middle School in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
challenged the student body to collect coins for 
Haiti after the recent earthquake.  
 
 Shortly after the disaster, while sitting 
at the lunch table, two 6th grade boys, Pedro 
Martinez and Edgar Montoya, began discussing 
at the lunch table one day what they could do to 
help. Pedro shared how his family had already 
sent a box of supplies to Haiti and that spurred 
Edgar to brainstorm ideas and inquire what 
their whole school could do to help with the 
relief efforts for the people in Haiti.  
 
 During a discussion in religion class 
on how to practice the "Little Way" in daily life 
at the beginning of the school year, Pedro 
shared how he wanted to "help each other" and 
now he recognized an opportunity to do just 
that. After seeing the images on television he 
said, "I saw people dying and fighting against 
each other for food and I just wanted to help 
them." Realizing that shoes, food, and other 
supplies would be too costly to ship, with the 
principal's permission, they began  the project 
called, "Pennies for Haiti" or "Pennies from 
Heaven" as others remarked. The momentum 
quickly increased as Jonathan Maldonado, also 

Dear Friends - 
Since our last newslet-
ter, San Miguel has 
moved out of the base-
ment of Saint Francis 
Church and into the 
buildings vacated by 
Catholic Charities.  
Although we are still 

working on the "punch list", we are 
thrilled to have the move behind us and to 
be all together on the west side of Atlanta 
Ave.  
 The rehabilitation of the build-
ings and the move was quite an undertak-
ing that would not have been possible 
without a lot of generous gifts of time, 
talent and treasure from patrons, parents, 
students, local businesses, SMS School & 

Advisory Boards and the staff.  A shout out 
to Steve Olsen, Olsen-Coffee Architects, 
Mark Yozzo and their crews, as they 
worked hard through weather issues and 
multiple scope changes with grace. The 
results are remarkable. 
 
 We are especially grateful to the 
Williams Companies and the Diocese of 
Tulsa for their generous donations to help 
offset cash costs.  
 
 Additionally, Sts. Peter and Paul 
School recently gave us a tremendous gift 
... a school bus! A special thanks to Fr. 
Tim Davison and Principal Patrick Martin! 
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Printing of this newsletter was 
donated by a  

Sustaining  Partner  

of San Miguel School. 
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Joe O’Connor, Fr. Joe Townsend, 
and Bob McCormick enjoying 

Pizza & Poker.  


